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Edwin Wolf 2nd Elected JPS President 
At Society’s 66th Annual Meeting 


Edwin Wolf 2nd, curator of the Library Company of Philadelphia and 
noted bibliophile, succeeded Judge Louis E. Levinthal as president of the 
Jewish Publication Society of America, at the 66th anual meeting, held in 
Philadelphia on May 16. Mr. Wolf was formerly a vice-president of the JPS. 

Judge Levinthal, who had been president for five years, was elected chair- 
man of the Publication Committee, a post held for an equal time by Dr. Jacob 
R. Marcus, director of the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati, who was 
elected a JPS vice-president at the May 16 meeting. 

Other officers elected included Chief Justice Horace Stern, named to his 
43rd term as vice-president; Sol Satinsky, 2nd term as vice-president; Myer 

@::: 2nd term as treasurer; Lesser Zussman, 5th term as secretary and 





utive secretary, and Dr. Solomon Grayzel, 16th term as editor. Judge 
vinthal, in becoming chairman of the Publication Committee, began his 11th 
term in that office, having served from 1939 to 1949. 
Honorary officers elected at the annual meeting included J. Solis-Cohen, 
Jr., honorary president, and seven honorary vice-presidents: Samuel Bronfman 
of Montreal, Lee M. Friedman of Boston, James Marshall of New York, Samuel 
I. Rosenman of New York, Philip Slomovitz of Detroit, Michael A. Stavitsky 
of Newark and Lewis L. Strauss of New York. 


The first woman trustee in the his- 
tory of the Society was elected on 
May 16. She is Mrs. Max L. Margolis, 
who will serve for three years. Trus- 
tees re-elected for similar terms were: 
Philip W. Amram of Washington, 
Judge Benjamin Lencher of Pitts- 
burgh, Judge Theodore Levin of 
Detroit; Philip W. Lown of Auburn, 
Me., Joseph Meyerhoff of Baltimore, 
Louis M. Rabinowitz of New York and 
Morton H. Wilner of Washington. 

Qe oninations were made by a com- Judge Levinthal (left), outgoing JPS 
ittee headed by Mr. Satinsky, the president, and Edwin Wolf 2nd, presi- 


members of which included Joseph 
First, Jacob C. Gutman, Frank J. 
Rubenstein and Mr. Zussman. All elec- 
tions were unanimous. 


(Continued on Page 3) 


dent-elect, accept the 1953 Stephen Wise 
Award for contributions to Jewish culture 
and education from Dr. Israel Goldstein 
(right), president of the American Jew- 
ish Congress. (The citation is repro- 
duced on Page 6.) 
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Our readers write... 


The first issue of the JPS Bookmark 
stimulated many of our members to 
send in their comments. However, the 
letters were unanimous in their praise, 
with no adverse remarks or sugges- 
tions for improvement. This surprised 
us, because we know that the Book- 
mark can and will be improved as 
time goes on and suggestions are 
made. 

Typical of the comments received are 
the excerpts in the adjoining column: 





Publication Schedule 


Thus far in 1954, the Society has 
distributed two books of this year’s 
list: MYER MYERS, by Jeanette W. 
Rosenbaum, and THE COMMODORE, by 
Robert D. Abrahams. 


Unforeseen difficulties and a heavy 
schedule have combined to make neces- 
sary a delay in the publication dates 
of several books originally announced 
for earlier in the year. 


In all likelihood, the biography of 
Judah L. Magnes, FoR ZION’S SAKE, 
by Norman Bentwich, and the essays 
ON JEWISH LAW AND LORE, by Louis 
Ginzberg, will be ready in late July 
or early August. 


A JEWISH TOURISTS’ GUIDE TO THE 
UNITED STATES, by Bernard Postal and 
Lionel Koppman, should be ready in 
August. Margaret Abrams’ novel, 
AWAKENED, and the documentary vol- 
ume, HARVEST OF HATE, by Leon Polia- 
kov, are planned for distribution in 
September. 


THE RESPONSA LITERATURE, by Sol- 
omon B. Freehof, should be ready by 
October. The S. N. Carvalho volume, 
TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE IN THE FAR 
WEST is scheduled for November and 
the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK 
will appear, as usual, in January, 1955. 


I enjoyed greatly reading the first 
issue of the JPS Bookmark. It’s an 
excellent medium for keeping in tou 
with the members. « 
BEN HYAMS 
Boston, Mass. 


The JPS Bookmark reads well and is 
nicely designed. I am sure it will win 
friends for the Society. 
RABBI A. E. MILLGRAM 
New York City 


I am enthusiastic about the JPS Book- 
mark and look forward with pleasure 
to receiving it. 
NORMAN P. METZL 
Barrington, II. 


The JPS Bookmark is a great idea and 
I congratulate you on it. 


Dr. A. EISENBERG 
New York City 


Thank you for the Bookmark. 2 
no idea how much so many of us have 
desired something of this sort—and 
you've done it so well! 


Dr. M. ROSENBERG 
Belleville, N. J. 


I like the idea of the Bookmark. It’s 
an excellent idea and I hope you make 
it a regular feature of the JPS. 
Dr. A. P. GANNES 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


I found the JPS Bookmark of real 
interest. It is a very good idea to 
keep the membership posted on your 
work. 
RABBI B. R. WEILERSTEIN 
Atlantic City, N. J. 


This issue of the Bookmark 
delayed a month in order to include 
the report of our 66th annual meeting. 
Is your reaction to the second issue 
as favorable as to the first? What are 
your suggestions for future issues? 
Don’t hesitate to write. 
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At the 66th Anniversary Dinner of the JPS (left to right): Sol Satinsky, vice- 
president and nominating committee chairman, Mrs. Myer Feinstein, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. Horace Stern, Judge Levinthal, Justice Stern, dinner chairman, 
newly-elected JPS president Edwin Wolf 2nd, Mrs. Levinthal, JPS treasurer Myer 
Feinstein, Mrs. Wolf and Dr. Jacob Marcus, newly-elected vice-president. 





66th Annual Meeting 


Dinner Honors Levinthal, Wolf 


The day’s sessions began with a 
meeting of the Publication Commit- 

e, followed by a meeting of the 

ustees, the annual membership 

eeting, at which the elections took 
place and reports were heard, and the 
66th Anniversary Dinner, in honor of 
the outgoing and incoming presidents, 
Judge Levinthal and Mr. Wolf. Judge 
Stern presided at the dinner, at which 
presentations were made to Judge 
Levinthal and Dr. Marcus in recog- 
nition of their services during the past 
five years. 

A great many community leaders 
from Philadelphia, Washington, New 
York, Baltimore and other eastern 
communities attended the dinner, and 
witnessed the presentation to the JPS 
of the 1953 Stephen Wise Award for 
outstanding achievement in the field 
of Jewish culture and education. The 
presentation was made by Dr. Israel 


Pal 


‘oldstein, president of the American 
@:: Congress. 


President’s Report 


In the annual president’s report, 
Judge Levinthal revealed that the 
JPS published 11 titles in 1953, and 
is planning 10 for 1954, including 


(continued from Page 1) 


many intended to play an important 
role in the celebration of the American 
Jewish tercentenary. He stressed the 
progress made by the Society during 
the past year, urging continued em- 
phasis on the twin aspects of increased 
membership and breadth of the finan- 
cial base. During 1953, Judge Levin- 
thal reported, the JPS reprinted 35,000 
Bibles, making a total of 550,000 in 
print. In all, 84,071 books were distri- 
buted by the Society during the year. 


Judge Levinthal declared that the 
JPS has “a special obligation to en- 
rich the spiritual and cultural treas- 
ury of our country,” and can contrib- 
ute to American civilization a “collec- 
tion of books that will convey to cul- 
tured and intelligent readers, of all 
creeds and national origins, the unique 
quality of our religious and intellec- 
tual inheritance,” while contributing 
also to “that vast and precious store- 
house we share in common with our 
fellow-Jews everywhere.” 

An address on “Books for our Chil- 
dren,” stressing the importance of de- 
veloping children’s literature of the 
very highest quality and literary level, 
was delivered at the annual meeting 
by Robert D. Abrahams, noted poet, 
biographer and novelist. 
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ITH THE PASSING of Professor 

Alexander Marx on December 
26, 1953, two phases of modern Jewish 
history came to a close. He was the 
last of the great disciples of the scien- 
tific study of Jewish culture; he was 
also the last of the small group of 
scholars who responded to the invita- 
tion of Solomon Schechter to teach at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
(1903). 

These two chapters in Jewish his- 
tory—the rise of the Wissenschaft des 
Judentums in Germany and the begin- 
nings of Jewish scholarship in the 
United States—together constitute the 
turning point in Jewish intellectual 
development in the past hundred years. 
As Jewish scholarship reached its 
zenith in Europe, a small group of 
men—Schechter, Louis Ginzberg and 
Alexander Marx most prominent 
among them-—established on _ these 
shores a solid foundation for Jewish 
learning and creative research. 


Alexander Marx was born in Elber- 
feld, Germany, January 29, 1878. The 
son of well-to-do parents, he moved 
with his family to Koenigsberg at the 
age of seven and there received his 
secular education as well as his early 
Hebrew training. Though his father 
had wanted him to enter the family 
business, Marx insisted upon con- 
tinuing his studies and entered the 
University of Koenigsberg to major 
in classical and semitic languages. 
Upon completing his residence at the 
University, Marx left for Berlin, 
where he entered the orthodox Jewish 
Theological Seminary which was at 
that time under the leadership of 
Doctor David Hoffmann. 

In Berlin he made many friend- 
ships that were to be life-long. Among 
these, Marx was most fascinated by 
Steinschneider, the genius of Jewish 
bibliography, whom he often called 
the greatest Jewish scholar of the 
nineteenth century. Marx was im- 
pressed not only with Steinschneider’s 
scholarship and learning, but also 
with his personality, for in him Marx 


Alexande) 


By GERSON D. COHEN 
Librarian of the Jewish Theologic 
Seminary 


saw the pure scholar, dedicated ob- 
jectively and without emotion to dis- 
covering truth and recording it for 
generations to come. Later on, Marx 
contributed his own notes to several 
of Steinschneider’s works and in 1926 
collaborated with Henry Malter in 
the publication of the master’s essays. 

During the five years from 1898 to 
1903, which young Marx spent in Ber- 
lin, he began contributing to literary 
and scientific journals on various Jew- 
ish scholarly subjects. 

He was greatly influenced by the 
techniques that had been developed in 
classical scholarship, namely Latj 
and Greek, for the accurate reanci 
of critical texts. Marx’s concern fd 
accurate textual tradition continued 
throughout his life. He himself pub- 
lished several early texts on the basis 
of manuscripts, among them the first 
ten chapters of the Seder Olam, the | 
letter of R. Moses Maimonides to the 
scholars of Lunel, France, concern- 
ing astrology and questions of faith, 
and a hitherto unknown account of 
the expulsion of the Jews from Spain 
in 1492. 

As a librarian and teacher Marx was 
principally concerned with influencing 
and teaching others to engage in the 
publication of accurate classical He- 
brew works. As a leading member of 
the Publication Committee of the Jew- 
ish Publication Society, he was active 
in the preparation of the Schiff Cl 
sics, in which ancient and laid 
texts appeared in accurate form wit 
translations and notes. He also en- 
couraged many of his students to un- 
dertake the redaction of medieval com- 
mentaries, old rabbinic midrashim, 
and to comb the novellae on the Tal- 
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Alexander Marx 
from the painting by Jack Levine 


mud and the early responsa for his- 
torical data. It is no wonder, there- 
fore, that few of the major works on 
Jewish history and even fewer of the 
major texts of Hebrew literature that 
have been published in the last half 
century do not in some way acknowl- 
edge their deep indebtedness to Alex- 
ander Marx for his personal help and 
encouragement. 

In the field of Jewish history, which 


rx taught at the Seminary, he was 
cerned not only with making avail- 


able the raw materials of history, but 
also with their accurate interpreta- 
tion. His HISTORY OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE, in which he collaborated with 
Max L. Margolis, serves as the most 
authoritative single volume on the 


history of the Jews from the earliest 
down to modern times (1927). Similar- 
ly, Marx was deeply concerned that 
American Jewry be aware of its fore- 
bears not only in remote tradition, 
but, equally important, in the imme- 
diate past. He therefore wrote a series 
of biographies of the great pillars of 
Jewish tradition: Saadia, Rabbenu 
Gershom, Rashi, Maimonides, and of 
the leaders of Jewish scholarship of 
the nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies, Zunz, Steinschneider, Hoffman, 
Israel Friedlaender, Henry Malter, 
Max L. Margolis and Solomon Schech- 
ter. The ESSAYS IN JEWISH BIOGRAPHY, 
which appeared under the auspices of 
the JPS in 1947, represented a review 
of the major developments in medieval 
and modern Jewish history through 
a study of the salient contributions of 
great men to Jewish scholarship. 


It was, however, principally as a 
librarian that Marx became renowned 
throughout the world—as the fore- 
most collector of Jewish books and as 
the builder of the richest collection of 
Hebrew books and manuscripts in all 
of Jewish history. The story of the 
growth of the Seminary Library under 
Marx’s direction has become well 
known in library circles throughout 
the country: from a small and insig- 
nificant collection of a few thousand 
books and several manuscripts, the 
Library grew under his wise and inde- 
fatigable dedication to 160,000 books 
and 9,000 manuscripts covering all 
aspects of Jewish history, literature 
and cultural development. 


A word should be said about the 
type of library which Doctor Marx 
sought to build. He was primarily 
interested in scientific accuracy, in 
building a collection which would pro- 
vide the means for painting a syn- 
thetic and generalized picture of the 
Jews. He therefore concentrated the 
collection around those subjects with 
which Jewish tradition has _histori- 
cally been associated: biblical and 
talmudic studies, philosophy and mys- 

(Continued on next page) 
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ticism, poetry and prayer, grammar 
and linguistics. 

Marx could never speak of the Li- 
brary’s growth without recalling his 
deep appreciation of the outstanding 
figures who encouraged him material- 
ly. Judge Mayer Sulzberger he often 
called “the real founder of the Li- 
brary,” for it was Sulzberger’s price- 
less collection of Hebraica which laid 
the basis for the unique Seminary 
collections. He regarded Solomon 
Schechter, Cyrus Adler, Jacob H. 
Schiff, Mortimer Schiff and many 
others as pioneers because of their 
vision of the scholarly potential of 
a great collection. 


Marx also envisioned the Library as 
a museum of the Jewish book; namely, 
a house where the development of the 
Jewish literary word from the earliest 
times to our own day would be stored 
and recorded. Geniza fragments, 
codices, illuminated books and even 
books printed for popular and mass 
use—all of these reflect Jewish cul- 
tural growth, and their title pages 
are as important to the bibliographer 
as the contents of the volumes them- 
selves. Marx, therefore, made the Li- 
brary the center of Jewish and He- 
braic bibliographical reserch for all 
those interested in the Hebrew book 
and in the history of the development 
of the book in general. It was a source 
of no little satisfaction to him recent- 
ly that, in a general study on the his- 
tory of printing in Spain and Portugal 
in the fifteenth century, extensive use 
was made of the resources of the 
Seminary Library’s precious Hebrew 
incunabula. 

Not only were the Hebrew book and 
Jewish history important to him, but 
also the very Hebrew letter, the 
printed word. His thorough study of 
NOTES ON THE USE OF HEBREW TYPE IN 
NON-HEBREW BOOKS, 1475-1520, sum- 
marized 40 years of work in attempt- 
ing to collect the results of Christian 
studies of the Hebrew language. 


Marx’s own words on the subject indi- 
cate his devotion and his love for the 
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Hebrew word: “The history of He- 


brew printing is a fascinating s 
ject. Like the history of the Jews, 


takes us to almost every country 
the world. It is in consequence a very 
difficult task to trace its development 
and follow its migrations from coun- 
try to country.” Similarly, Marx’s 
thorough papers on the literature of 
Hebrew incunabula and the choice of 
books by the early Hebrew printers 
are the result of painstaking research. 
If the United States today possesses 
the wealthiest and most variegated 
collection of Hebrew books and man- 
uscripts on every aspect of Jewish life, 
it is largely due to the inspiration of 
Alexander Marx. Not only his writ- 
ings, but his very person came to 
symbolize the resurrection of Jewish 
literary and artistic treasures. His ac- 
tivity imbued large segments of the 


American public with an ad itera 


of the rich and diversified literat 

which Jews have produced through- 
out their long history. If, indeed, we 
are witnessing a revival of the Jew- 
ish book in the United States, it is 
in great part owing to the dedication 
and inspiration of Alexander Marx. 
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A talk with 
Helena Frank 


We wondered what she would be 


at the room and its furnishings. 


e In the meantime we looked about 
i 


—_ 


e large sitting room was more 
crowded with chairs and bureaus than 
any comparable room in the United 
States. There was about it an air of 
somewhat faded gentility, like the 
atmosphere of the London street along 
which we had just walked. 


She walked in briskly. We rose to 
meet a slender old lady, dressed simply 
and charmingly in a soft, gray tweed 
skirt and gray cashmere cardigan, a 
lavender band circling her white hair. 
She made us welcome with a graceful 
gesture and a smile in her clear, blue 
eyes. She explained at once that we 
would have to speak loudly and, suit- 
ing the gesture to the word, put a 


e trumpet to her left ear. Con- 
sation was therefore rather diffi- 


Jt, but it went on because there was 





Book Council Elects Pilchik 


Rabbi Ely E. Pilchik of Congrega- 
tion B’nai Jeshurun in Newark, N. J., 
was elected president of the Jewish 
Book Council, at an annual meeting 
held May 26. He succeeds Dr. Sol 
Liptzin of City College, N. Y. 


Other officers elected included Dr. 
Joshua Bloch, secretary, and Rabbi 
I. Edward Kiev, treasurer. 


The Daroff Memorial Fiction Award 
went to Charles Angoff of New York 
for IN THE MORNING LIGHT 
(Beechhurst Press), and the Isaac 
Siegal award for a Jewish juvenile 
book was won by Deborah Pessin for 

HE JEWISH PEOPLE (United Sy- 

gogue). 


The three Kovner awards for poetry 
went to Ephraim E. Lisitzky (for the 
Hebrew volume IN NEGRO TENTS). 
Harry H. Fein (for English poetry) 
and Eliezer Greenberg (for the Yid- 
dish volume, NIGHT DIALOGUE). 














A specially-engraved JPS Bible was 
presented to President Eisenhower at 
the White House on May 14 by the 
American Association of English-Jew- 
ish Newspaper Publishers. 

The President expressed gratitude 
for the Bible in a letter to Philip 
Slomovitz, retiring president of the 
Association. 











so much she wanted to say. She spoke 
of her trip to Palestine before World 
War I and her attempt to establish 
there a children’s clinic. She was eager 
to know how the Jewish Publication 
Society was getting on. In her late 
seventies—she was eighty-one now— 
she had begun to study Hebrew and 
was busy translating the stories of 
the hasidic rabbi, Nahman of Brat- 
zlav. We chatted about people we 
knew, Norman Bentwich, Sir Leon 
Simon and other interesting names. 

But the really important question 
remained unspoken. Here, after all, 
was a member of the highest British 
aristocracy, the niece of a duke; she 
was a Christian, though her father had 
been partly of Jewish descent; yet she 
had produced two volumes of trans- 
lation: STORIES AND PICTURES (1906) 
and YIDDISH TALES (1912), both pub- 
lished by the Society. What was it she 
had found in the Jewish people that 
had turned her interests to Jewish 
life? She avoided talking that inti- 
mately about herself. 

It was time to leave. Throwing a 
filmy lavender shawl] over her shoul- 
ders, she accompanied us part of the 
way. The streets we traversed had 
undergone severe bombing during the 
war, and she touched on the hardships 
everyone had had to endure and ex- 
pressed thanks for having been spared 
to carry on her tasks. We parted from 
her, carrying with us a measure of 
her fortitude and cheer. 

This was last August. Some six 
months later she went to her eternal 
rest. May her memory be for a bless- 
ing. 

—S. S. G. 
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New Volume on Ancient Israel 


It is almost incredible, but none- 
theless a fact that there are hardly 
any authoritative books on the bibli- 
cal period written by Jews! We may, 
therefore, congratulate ourselves that 
one of our foremost Bible scholars has 
just had a book published covering the 
entire history of ancient Israel from 
the Patriarchal Age through Ezra and 
Nehemiah. 

Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky is Professor 
of Biblical Literature at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion. He wrote this book with the 
college student and intelligent layman 
in mind, so that it will be especially 
useful for adult study circles. It tells 
the story simply, directly and inter- 
estingly. The volume, entitled ANCIENT 
ISRAEL, is one of the series, THE DE- 
VELOPMENT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION, 
published by the Cornell University 
Press. Containing 193 pages, it sells 
for $2.50. 

A limited number of copies of this 
very useful book have been made 
available to the Jewish Publication 
Society, which wishes to distribute 
them as a service to its members at a 
special reduction of 20 per cent off 
the list price. Members should write 


in at once for their copies, to take 
vantage of this unique cine 
Cost of the book to members is $ 

which includes postage if a check for 
the amount is enclosed with the order. 
Since this book is not a JPS publica- 
tion, members may obtain more than 
one copy. The book is not available as 
a membership quota selection. 
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